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House of Representatives 
The House met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
December 5, 2017. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable JODY B. 
HICE to act as Speaker pro tempore on this 
day. 

PAUL D. RYAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Ms. 
Lasky, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate agreed to the amend-
ment of the House of Representatives 
to the bill (S. 371) ‘‘An Act to make 
technical changes and other improve-
ments to the Department of State Au-
thorities Act, Fiscal Year 2017.’’. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 3, 2017, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties. All time shall be 
equally allocated between the parties, 
and in no event shall debate continue 
beyond 11:50 a.m. Each Member, other 
than the majority and minority leaders 
and the minority whip, shall be limited 
to 5 minutes. 

f 

CONGRATULATING ALEC BAKER 
ON BEAR RESEARCH PROJECT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 

Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to acknowl-
edge the work of a student at Penn 
State DuBois. 

Alec Baker, a native of Clarion, 
Pennsylvania, is a student in the wild-
life technology degree program at Penn 
State DuBois. He was recently awarded 
an Erickson Discovery Grant from 
Penn State’s Office of Undergraduate 
Education for an independent research 
project. 

Alec’s area of study focused on black 
bears and the impact the bears have on 
agriculture and farmers in Pennsyl-
vania, particularly, the Common-
wealth’s corn crop. Alec conducted the 
project this summer for the Pennsyl-
vania Game Commission and gathered 
information in the field through Octo-
ber. He is processing his findings this 
fall. 

Alec has conducted his research pri-
marily using Clarion County as his 
study area. He has obtained nuisance 
bear reports for crop damage from the 
area dating back to the year 2000. He 
plans to chart trends in the data 
through these years and monitor sites 
for continued activity using cameras. 

In total, 219 students applied to re-
ceive an Erickson Discovery Grant this 
year, and Alec was one of 83 students 
from all Penn State locations and cam-
puses who received a grant. The 
Erickson Discovery Grant allows stu-
dents to immerse themselves in origi-
nal research under the direct super-
vision of a faculty member in order to 
obtain hands-on experience in their 
chosen field. 

Alec has just completed his sopho-
more year in the wildlife technology 
associate degree program and will go 
on to earn a bachelor’s degree in wild-
life and fishery science. 

Mr. Speaker, I applaud Alec Baker 
for undertaking this important area of 
study. I have no doubt that his re-

search will help farmers in the Com-
monwealth of Pennsylvania better pro-
tect their crops from bear-related dam-
age. Pennsylvania has one of the larg-
est populations of black bears in North 
America, and thanks to studies like 
Alec’s, the Commonwealth will be bet-
ter able to understand how bears influ-
ence agriculture and how farmers can 
implement better management tactics 
to protect their crops. 

I congratulate Alec for his achieve-
ment and all those who received the 
Erickson Discovery Award, and I look 
forward to the results. 

f 

RETREATING AMERICA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, it 
is sad to watch the Trump administra-
tion leading America in retreat, with-
drawing positions of international 
leadership, hollowing out the State De-
partment, crippling us for years to 
come. 

Last night, there was an example of 
that retreat right here on the floor of 
the House as our Republican friends 
were unable to address their plan for 
raising taxes for Americans in every 
State by restricting their ability to de-
duct State and local taxes. Why force 
millions of Americans to pay taxes on 
taxes? 

Why, Mr. Speaker, is there a proposal 
to destabilize insurance rates across 
America, leading to 10 percent pre-
mium increases year after year, and to 
have up to 13 million additional unin-
sured Americans over the course of the 
next 10 years? 

They have no answer as to why to 
mortgage our children’s future for 
greater benefits for the richest and 
most privileged Americans. When cor-
porations are recording record-high 
profits and have trillions of dollars of 
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